
TRUE PERSPECTIVES SEMINAR – JUNE 19 
Restoring Patriotism Through Knowing Our Past  
Randolph Russell gave an inspiring talk on the importance of preserving our unique American 
History, which frankly is being downplayed by the education establishment in this country.  His 
motivation for writing a concise history of the important events was also to place them in context 
of the innovative genius of our founding fathers to craft a civilization different from the ones they 
were fleeing in Europe as settlers here. 

Too many of our youth and indeed our own voting citizens do not understand the foundational 
truths of our Constitution and the motivating Declaration of independence. There are four basic 
reasons to try to restore that knowledge and wisdom among our electorate: 

1.Our unique identity as Americans is established in those documents. 

2. We need to educate ourselves is that there are people who seek to fill the void of ignorance 
with a distorted picture of this country and its founding. 

3. The strength in our treasure of self-governance relies on knowing that history 

4. The stories of our struggles as an emerging nation enriches us in avoiding past mistakes and 
striving for even greater accomplishments. 

Know  the Principles 
Not just the facts but the founders goals is a key way to view the decisions and events of the 
past. The context of these principles will also help the readers remember those key events 
instead of what many schools just have as a 1500 page litany of historical events. 

For example, why do we have three distinct branches of government? Why did the founders set 
this up as a check against an all powerful federal government. As James Madison reminded us, 
“if men were angels, no government would be necessary” and no need for these checks and 
balances. 

The American dream was started with an astonishing break from the most powerful nation in the 
world at the time - Great Britain. It was at great risk, but the reward was greater. The 
Revolutionary War was pivotal and almost not successful but for the bravery and leadership of 
our founders - especially George Washington. Those who dismiss him because he had been a 
slave owner  simply do not know of the mores of the times, where in 1860, 25% of American 
households owned one or more slaves, including some of the already freed black Americans at 
the start of the Civil War.   

Today’s critics who espouse some utopian dream of leaders without any flaws can’t appreciate 
the very character of our country that fought a horribly bloody war in part to eliminate slavery. 
No credit for that. Who do those critics emulate as governing angels? 

The very innovative spirit of American independence has pervaded our success story of taking 
only 200 years to become the most prosperous and free nation in the history of the world. The 
American spirit was embodied in D-Day 1944 when almost insurmountable opposition 
confronted our troops on Normandy’s beaches.  We succeeded by emerging leadership among 
the ranks to overcome those obstacles. In contrast, the Nazi troops to the North, expecting the 
invasion there, did not dare act innovatively without permission from above. 

Q&A 
Does your book deal with liberals’ obsessions with our struggles in the treatment of native 
Americans and slaves? Yes, it is important to cover those eras, but in the context of those 
times, but not in today’s environment of enlightenment. 

How do we confront today’s education establishment that is in denial on its ineffectiveness of 
teaching true context of history? One way is to realize that local school boards are still voted on 



by local citizens, so get involved, if you see progressivism being pushed instead of true 
American values. 

Why are most university professors so liberal and won’t accept blame for why most Americans 
being so ignorant of American history and basic civics values? Many blame grades K through 
12 for student ignorance (and are probably right to do so). 

Why do new citizens know more of our history than our already voting citizens? Back to the 
schools at fault, but it is not universal, as Arizona, for example, now requires high school grads 
to be able to pass the history portion of the citizenship naturalization exam.     

                       
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Randolph Russell retired from his corporate career, and wrote the first version of his book American 
History in No Time for his children, who seemed to have missed its fundamentals in their classwork. He 
now lectures around the country promoting these basics to enthusiastic audiences.   
     

 
 
 


