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CCRP Forum - Dec. 7 
 
On December 7, 2017, the Chatham County Republican Party sponsored a candidate forum for the Lieutenant 
Governor slot in 2018. Two candidates appeared: Geoff Duncan and David Shafer. 
 
Geoff Duncan is a five-year representative in the Georgia Legislature from Forsyth County. He attended 
Georgia Tech and had a baseball scholarship as a pitcher there and was drafted by the Florida Marlins and 
spent six years in professional baseball, before starting a business career. He sold the business and in 2012 
ran for the Georgia Assembly defeating an incumbent in his first election.  
 
He sponsored the Cargo Theft Act in Georgia that helped reduce thefts by 68%. His Rural Relief Bill also 
helped give financial help to local hospitals. His main thesis for running is he has not spent decades in politics, 
voted no on many tax increase issues, and is honest, effective and courageous in everything he pursues. 
 
 
David Shafer is a University of Georgia graduate whose first job was with the Georgia GOP, where he became 
its Executive Director. He was elected from Duluth, Georgia to the Georgia Senate in 2002, where he has risen 
to now being the President Pro Tem. 
 
His accomplishments include introducing the first zero based budgeting discipline in Georgia. In Democratic 
controlled politics, only about 5% of the budget was ever questioned, as past programs were automatically 
continued without much scrutiny. He also introduced a permanent cap on any increases in Georgia’s income 
tax. 
 
His roots are in real conservatism, believes in the dignity of work, and has an A+ rating from the NRA and the 
equivalent on Pro-Life issues.  
 
 
 Q&A Session 

1. What are your skills and competencies for the job of Lieutenant Governor? 
Shafer: His entire 15-year political career showed his leadership and experience in Georgia legislative 
and executive matters. He even led an overriding of a governor’s veto in the prior administration. 
 
Duncan: He brings a business perspective to the position, relying on the free market to create jobs not 
government actions. He is also a huge supporter of competition to spur public education to improve. 
 

2. What are two key conservative principles that drive your actions and what are examples to 
prove that? 

Duncan: Lower taxes and smaller government are major beliefs. He voted against the Transportation 
bill that converted gasoline to an excise tax, and voted against a hotel fee tax increase of $5 per night 
per person. 
 
Shafer: Smaller government is a good thing, but roads and bridges are functions that only government 
can do, so do them right. He defended ending the sales tax on gasoline, as world oil markets are 
volatile, and when gas prices are high, so is a sales tax on them. Also, an excise tax (per gallon) is 
more predictable than a sales tax. And when gas prices go up again, the excise tax is more stable and 
lower than a sales tax. 
 

3. Any regrets on legislation you previously supported? 
Shafer: Can’t think of any. He did struggle over a deer baiting issue. 
He laments that there are still bills with multiple issues in them, and castigated the old Democratic ploy 
of delivering a new bill a day, with not much chance for review. He conceded that perhaps 100 bills a 
session are too much to review; and Republicans need to change that. He applauds a new effort to 
broadcast live the deliberations of the Georgia Legislature in the spirit of transparency on how its 
legislators behave. 
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Duncan: He regrets he couldn’t vote against the gas tax twice. He believes that Transportation should 
be a more public part of the budget. He also believes that ObamaCare was a hoax on the American 
public. 
 

4. The Lieutenant Governor’s job includes selecting which bills to fast track first. What are your 
highest priorities? 

Duncan: Bills involving better education outcomes, improved healthcare, and anything which is good 
policy and not done for political reasons. 
 
Shafer: Getting essential healthcare for all Georgians, improved access to broadband everywhere in 
Georgia, and further limiting taxes to attract more business and employers to Georgia. 
 

5. What is your vision for Savannah as part of Georgia? 
Shafer: Have business flourish and keep the pressure on improving the port facility that is a major 
asset to Savannah and to all the Southeast. 
 
Duncan: Expand the economy via fostering a growing statewide economy to support the expanding 
network of businesses and services that utilize the Savannah Port’s vital supply chain. Georgia also 
needs to continue to make this the greatest state in the country for the Armed Services to call home.  

 
6. What’s your view on Georgia’s DOT head getting a $100,000 raise for merely doing his job? 
Duncan: Against that. Also, he believes we need more leadership on future transportation issues. 
Consider the future expansion of electric vehicles (no gas tax revenue on that), and self-driving 
vehicles, as well as the utter failure of MARTA where yearly costs are nearing $100 million a mile. 

 
Shafer: Also against that waste. He stressed again that the excise tax fix on gasoline made all the 
revenue go to roads and bridges, where the sales tax on gasoline siphoned off revenue to other generic 
purposes. Also, HB170 did impose a registration fee on electric vehicles. 
 
Closing Statements 
Duncan: His mission is to be a problem solver. He left the Assembly after five years beholden to no 
special interests, or lobbyists. His perspective is that of a business person, committed to conservative, 
free market principles.  
 
Shafer: His 30-year career in politics was to promote the GOP brand and conservative principles. That 
experience allows him to overcome obstacles, as the political process is not easy to navigate in 
governing. 
 


